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Perrot's Ostensorium 

by Mat Hoffman 

Carved into the bottom of the Ostensorium is the following (translated 
from French to English), " This ostensorium was presented to the mission of 
St. Francis Xavier, at Green Bay, in the year 1686." This artifact given by 
Nicolas Perrot to the mission is the oldest non-native artifact in Wisconsin and 
possibly the Midwest (not including letters or maps). Although the inscription 
reads Green Bay, the mission of St. Francis Xavier was actually located in Rapides 
des Peres, the original name of De Pere; named for the rapids of the Fox River and 
the Catholic missionaries who resided there. The St. Francis Xavier Mission was 
founded by Claude Allouez and the ostensorium was used as a decorative vessel 
which housed the consecrated Eucharist. 


Top Right : Ruben Thwaites 
(top) of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin unveils 
the Allouez Monument with 
local dignitaries 


Bottom Left : 

Perrot's Ostensorium (aka 
Monstrance) gifted by Perrot 
to the Mission at Rapides Des 
Peres 















"The Red Pieta" (1942), by 
Lester Bentley of Two 
Rivers, is one of three 
original murals that hung 
in the old Post Office on 
George Street. It depicts 
the burning of the Mission 
of St. Francis Xavier and is 
inspired by Michelangelo's 
"P ieta." The mural is now 
on display at the Neville 
Public Museum. 


Photo Courtesy of the Neville Public Museum of Brown County 



The mission at De Pere (probably originally a bark 
wigwam) was established in 1670. Sixteen years 
later, the same year Perrot gifted the 
ostensorium, a fine church was erected in its place. 
Also in 1686, Father Silvy was believed to have 
baptized 36 adults and 126 children, but within 12 
months the De Pere church was reportedly burned 
to the ground by pagan natives. The mural 
above shows a convert who died while attempting 
to rescue the ostensorium. Others contended the 
ostensorium was buried during the attack to keep it 
hidden. 

While digging in 1802, workmen uncovered the 
ostensorium just 5 miles North of Green Bay on 
the old Grignon-Langlade estate. The decorative 
piece was then used in a nearby Catholic church 
until the religious structure also burned to the 
ground in 1828. The ostensorium was then brought 
to St. Ann’s church in Detroit Michican by Father 
Badin. 


The ostensorium was recovered in 1838 by Father 
Bonduel (a Geen Bay priest). He paid 26 dollars for 
the sacred vessel and brought it back to Green Bay 
where it would eventually end up in the hands of 
Bishop Krautbauer, the second Bishop of the 
Diocese of Green Bay. Today the ostensorium is on 
display at Neville Public Museum (on a long-term 
loan from the diocese). 

According to the Wisconsin Historical Society in 
1908,"there are four memorials older than the 
ostensorium of Perrot, proving the presence of 
white men in Wisconsin, -but they are all treasured 
far beyond its borders". They are as follows: 

The original manuscript of Marquette (1673-1674) 
housed in Montreal, Joliet's notes of his journey 
(1674) kept in Paris, Lake Superior map (1671) in the 
Parisian archives, and Mississippi River/Wisconsin 
River Map (1679) also in Paris. 



Nicolas Perrot was a French explorer, fur trader, and 
diplomat. He is on the far right of the statue "Spirit of 
the Northwest". Sculpted by a Green Bay man, Sidney 
Bedore. The statue sits in front of Brown County's 
Courthouse. 
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HEADLINES IN HISTORY 


FIND TUSK OF ANCIENT 
MAMMOTH AT DE PERE 


DEC 12, 1925 

Appleton Post-Crescent 

A tusk of a gigantic elephant or mammoth was 
found in a gravel pit on the farm of Joseph 
Jocklin near De Pere. Jocklin noticed the 
specimen hardened when heated brought it to 
the office of J.N. Kavanaugh, county agent, who 
sent it to the geological and natural survey 
department at Madison. It was determined that 
it was a tusk of a mammoth or elephant that 
roamed the plains of North America during the 
glacial period, thousands of years before Christ. 

flharf:,. 

FEB 5, 1890 

Green Bay Press-Gazette 

A. Verboort was forced to abandon digging the 
well on his place, in which were found such 
treasures of antiquity. In the well was found a 
piece of board which some think, once served 
the people of Noah's days, before the flood. One 
of the trees found, had the small end downward 
and appeared to be quite lengthy. Indeed 
everything seems to indicate that some terrible 
upheaval of the earth's surface must have taken 
place in the pre-historic era and that the "Carden 
of Eden" may have included part of Brown 
county's sub-soils. Such claims may appear 
absurd but we will leave it to the reader to 
imagine anything else. Mr. Verboort has started 
another well near the present "curiosity." Mr. V 
will turn the "find" into furniture, picture frames, 
etc., to keep as relics. 


Skeleton* Found, 

AUG 16, 1879 

Green Bay Press-Gazette 

The Messrs. Jackson & Sons were excavating 
under their store at Depere for the purpose of 
better cellarage. One day this week one of the 
workmen, named John Keith dug up some 
skeletons of large size, skulls and bones, 
showing that the spot had undoubtedly been 
used for a burial ground. A very large thigh 
bone was dug up which seemed to belonged to 
a man of more than ordinary height. On the 
breast of one of the skeletons a cross of some 
peculiar metal was discovered, which had 
evidently been enclosed in some case, probably 
made of some skin, but it was too far decayed 
to determine, but the cross was in perfect 
condition, although black and discolored. The 
cross, we understand is in the possession of the 
Bishop here. A large and curious pipe was also 
dug up which is now in the possession of Mr. 
C.W. Jackson with other strange relics, which 
may be seen at the store in Depere. 

BROUGHT UP OLD MUSKET. 

DHHD4E AT DK PERE BROUGHT UP 
AS ANCIENT GUN, 

SEP 22, 1899 

Green Bay Press-Gazette 

While dredging in the river here the dredge 
brought up an old musket with the date 1809 
on it. The gun, presumably, was lost by some 
hunter or member of a war party as it was 
loaded and cocked. 


Headlines provided by www.intoodeep.blog 








WEST DE PERE 
HISTORY SOCIETY 


BY MAT HOFFMAN 

The West De Pere History Society was formed by Domenic Gentile and 
his students sometime around 1964. Domenic taught history at West De 
Pere High School, and on the weekends, he was also an assistant trainer 
for Lombardi’s Green Bay Packers. Although named a “society,” it was 
probably more akin to a high school club, because it consisted entirely 
of students. In the wake of the unprecedented circumstances regarding 
the Kennedy assassination, students became curious about presidential 
succession law. With the wheels turning feverishly in their inquisitive 
minds, the society members began to meet after school; old projects, 
once completed, provided a pleasing sense of accomplishment and new 
ideas and curiosities evolved into exciting, new endeavors. 



tn (hi? 19W phOlO. Weal Da Pare High School seniors, from left, Orlance Bcntfltaau. Rantfy Hpek und 
Bonnie Albers took at * Copy Ol Hflton "Main Itempl" and other wartime memorabilia Ihev stooi- 
menled as part of ■ Hwlory Society project toactwr Domenic Gontlfe. Fil&Fresa-Garette 


The up and coming society also worked with Nazi artifacts. One of their 
projects was the arduous task of authenticating a personal copy of 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf (his autobiographical manifesto). The coveted book 
was found at Hitler’s summer home in Berchtesgaden when the 
Americans arrived and (from what I can tell) was temporarily loaned to 
the society. 



Above : US History teacher 
and future Packers Head 
Trainer Domenic Gentile 
from 1965 Nicolet High 
School Yearbook 


"My son Lee 
Harvey Oswald, 
even after his 
death, has done 
more for his 
country than any 
other living 
human being." 

Letter from 
Marguerite Oswald 
to the West De Pere 
History Society 
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Presidential Assasination Exhibit containing the Kennedy Letters 


Unquestionably, the most comprehensive component of the entire 
collection centered around the JFK assassination. Specifically, a 
compilation of letters pertaining to John F. Kennedy provided 
noteworthy answers and comments from: Sen. Ralph Yarborough, who 
rode in a car behind Kennedy; Jesse Curry, Dallas police chief; Gov. 
John Connally who was riding with the President while he was shot and 
he himself was seriously wounded; Mike Mansfield, Everett Dirksen, 
Nick McDonald, the patrolmen who arrested Lee Harvey Oswald; Earl 
G. Leinbach, Kennedy’s coach at Choate boarding school; Cardinal 
Cushing, who presided over JFK’s funeral; Dr. Kemp Clark, who 
pronounced the President dead; Father Oscar Huber, who gave him 
Last Rites; and Marguerite Oswald the mother of the assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald. They even tracked down Capt. Yamashiro, commander 
of the destroyer which sank JFK’s PT-109 in World War II. The WDP 
History Society wrote letters to anyone who may have associated near 
JFK that particular day. 

The students’ fascinating collection also included: a box of mementos 
from the Hiroshima bombing, a clever note from astronaut John Glenn, 
an autographed book and note from J. Edgar Hoover, a letter from the 
last living descendant of Christopher Columbus, and multiple 
presidential autographs. 

Today, one might view these tremendous finds as historical artifacts, 
however, at the time, these interesting discoveries were considered a 
contemporary collection because the topics and people researched 
were of the recent past. 

In 1969, Gentile left teaching to become the first full-time head trainer 
of the Green Bay Packers, marking the end of the West De Pere History 
Society. 



WEAPONS PART OF COLLECTION 

Hill Eiler holds Revolutionary War flintlock 


PACKERS' 

CAREER 


Domenic Gentile spent 31 
years with the Packers 
organization. He was hired by 
Vince Lombardi and his final 
year (1992) he worked under 
Mike Holmgren. In that same 
year, the Professional Football 
Athletic Trainer Society 
awarded him and Kurt 
Fielding "Training Staff of the 
Year". In 1995, Domenic 
Gentile published his book 
"Packer Tapes" cowritten with 
Gary D'Amato. 























A Peek into the Past... 

Clippings from 100, 75, & 50 years ago 






IT'S TIME TO 

RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 

Torms can be found at White 
Pillars Museum or online. Gift 
memberships are also available. 
Thank you for your support. 
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DELOYE’S 

Grocery Specials for Xmas 

Cranberries - - 12c lb. 

Apples - 7,9, 12c lb. 

Oranges, - 50, 55,60c doz. 

Grape-fruit 3 for 25c. 

(Crumbles 13c or 2 for 25c 

Wheat-food 10c Pkg. 

Cream of Wheat 25c Pkg. 

Pork and Beans - 9c Per Can 
Tomatoes 15c or 2 for 25c 

Com - 16c Can or 2 for 25c 
Peas - 15c or 2 for 25c 

Blue Ribbon Matches, 6c or 6 for 35c 
Bird eye Match - 6c 

Christmas Candles per box, 10c 


Deloye’s Cash and Carry 

DE PERE, WIS. 


De Pere Newspapers 

Clockwise - Starting Above 
1-1919 2-1969 3-1944 4-1944 


Giving 

Thanks to our 

Business 

Members 

• Badgerland Printing 

• C, Renier 
Architects, Inc. 

• Takes Restaurant at 
the Four Seasons 

• De Pere 
Greenhouse & 

Floral 

• Pack & Ship 

• Julie's Cafe & 
Catering 

• Fox River Tickets 

• The Rennes Group 


Shop Early for 
the Big 
FEAST DAY 

Quantity Rights Reserved 


IT’S TRADITIONALLY AMERICAN'. 



Jp3fP E 58e22' serve! 

1 thinner 

»s sure as mothers ail over 
ica will be serving Thanks¬ 
giving Dinner . . . Cash Way are 
prepared to supply as complete a line of Fine 
Quality Thanksgiving Foods that can be 
found ... all at Cash Way economy prices. 


Turkey; 



PUMPKIN PIE SPICE ... 

PICKLES, Sweet, Whole, Nicolet Brand.16 m 

OLIVES, Nicolet Brand, Stuffed Queens. 7V4 oz. jar 42c 

OLIVES, Wizdom, Meaty, Queens .... 21 oz. net, qt. jar 55c 

PECANS, Large, Paper Shells.lb. 45c 

PEANUTS, Fresh Roasted.lb. 21c 


CRANB€RRI€S 

CELERY, Michigan Whites, lge. bunch 17c 
APPLES, Delicious, Crunchy, U. S. 

No. 1 Grade.3 lbs. 29c 



CASH WAY FOOD STORES 

OPERATED BY RED OWL STORE!, INC. 



MIXED NUTS . lb. 53c 

ROASTED PEANUTS . Ib. 23c 

WHOLE PECANS.Vi lb. 27c 

DILL PICKLES Qt. jar 23c 

POULTRY SEASONING .lVi oz. pkg. 10c 

PUMPKIN PIE SPICE 1 oz. pkg. 9c 

JACKSON PUMPKIN . 29 oz. 17c 

CALIFORNIA DATES. Vi Ib. 35c 

VOLUNTEER GRAPEFRUIT JUICE, 46 oz. can 31c 

JOANNES SALAD DRESSING,.32 oz. jar 34c 

VOLUNTEER MAMMOTH PEAS, ... 20 oz. can 18c 
CLINTON PUDDINGS,...2 pkgs. 9c 


(Mcthe/i NuMraAd 

EriRICHED FLOUR ,, 


SUNSET CLUB COFFEE 
Ground as You Like it. 1 lb. bag 29c 

| DELIVERIES TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY ] 

Cranberries — Sweet Potatoes — Lettuce — Carrots 
Grapes — Apples — Celery — Cabbage — Radish 
Green Onions — Bose Pears — Oranges 


^JOXM 

23c 


Large 

pkg. 


a Use 

IlVORY FLAKES 

Large Pkg. 

2 23C 


John Willems & Sons 


499 MAIN ST. 



Fresh, Meaty 

SPARE 

RIBS 

49 

Grade A Cut-Up 

FRESH 

FRYERS 

28 


Coral Brand - Quality Guaranteed 

PARTS MISSING 

TURKEYS 

33 




















































































G 




/© 




6X‘ 


A 


■JSd 0 


HHPPy HOLIDRSS 


“•G\« 



t\D D 



It is almost that time of year again, when 
children's excited voices are heard echoing 
through the hallowed walls of our beloved 
museum. The historical society often looks to 
De Pere's past, but during Santa's House, we are 
pleased to welcome the bright and smiling faces of 
our future. Bring your Christmas list and your holiday 
spirit as Mr. and Mrs. Claus visit with the young kids while making 
memories that will last for years to come. Enjoy delicious cookies 
and as always, donations are appreciated. 


45th Annual 
Santa's House 



Board of Directors President: McKim Boyd, Vice-President: Curt Albers, Treasurer: Mark 
Reinhart, Secretary: Holly Keyser, Past President: Carrie Bressers, Board members: Tina 
Fisette, Mike Fleck, Rich Starry, Toleka Melchert, Dr. Carol Lee Hughes, Museum 
Manager: Bud W. Andrews, Exhibit Coordinator: Amanda Reif 
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lONT 

MISS 

SANTA'S 

MOUSE 

THURS THRU SAT 
DEC 5, 6, & 7 
4 PM - 7 PM 

White Pillars 
403 North Broadway 

4- ? 


: Free Dance 

? A/eia 'IjeGSiX &ve 


at 


Rupiper's Hall 


500 Grant Street 


West De Pere, Wis. 


HATS, HORNS, NOISE MAKERS 
FREE MUSIC 
EVERYBODY WELCOME 

ttttntttmttJttttmtt* 
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De Pere Journal 1944 


2(0)19 is history, here's to 292(0)! 
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De Pere Historical Society 
403 N. Broadway 
De Pere, WI54115 
(920) 336-3877 

Electronic Service Requested 



THANK YOU 
TO OUR NEWSLETTER 
SPONSOR 
STARRY REALTY 


